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GENERAL INFORMATION:

The applicant seeks approval for:

The right of way improvements including landscaping, planting, paving, signage, lighting, and bench
installation, and the relocation of a statue, at a vacated portion of Mills Avenue.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

The Historic Preservation Office recommends APPROVAL with modifications of
the proposed scope of work based on the following recommendations:

The Downtown Historic District Design Guidelines recommend the following:

Sidewalks should be enhanced by installing brick pavers (or other decorative
materials) along the edges and/or intersections.

Generally fencing should be of brick and/or wrought iron.

Trees should have tree grates and vertical tree guards similar to those at
Pioneer Plaza.

“Street furniture” usually refers to all outdoor stationary objects except for
buildings and vegetation and represents all those manmade objects
having the ‘potential for enlivening and giving variety to streets, sidewalks,
plazas, and other outdoor spaces open to, and used by, the public.” Street
furniture should be consistent with the character of the historic landmarks
within the district.

Street furniture should be selected, placed and maintained as part of the
overall design scheme.

Contemporary lighting fixtures should be replaced with period lights found in
Pioneer Plaza.

Signs constructed for landmark buildings or sites must be made of materials
attributed to the era in which the building or site was constructed.

Consolidating existing street furniture should also be considered. Traffic
signs, lamp posts, trash receptacles, parking meters and mail boxes can
clutter downtown sidewalks.

The Secretary of the Interior’'s Standards for Rehabilitation recommend the following:

Exterior alterations will not destroy historic materials, features, and spatial
relationships that characterize the property.

The modifications are that the design of the light poles, benches, and sign be modified so
that they are more in keeping with the historic character of the district.
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